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SPECIAL  SUPPLEMENT 

NOVEMBER  7.  1941 

of  the 
GREAT  OCTOBER  SOCIALIST  REVOLUTION 
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WOMEN'S  ANTI-NAZI  MEETING  IN  MOSCOW 


Sunday,  September  7,  1941 


Addresses 

Klavdia  Nikolaeva 
Dolores  Ibarruri 
Anna  Karavayeva 
Nurse  Sokolovskaya 
Marina  Raskova 
Valeria  Barsova 
Valentina  Grizodubova 
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Nearly  3  Times  the  Size  of  the  U.S.A. 
and  the  Best  Prepared  of  Our  Allies 

The  Supreme  Importance  of  Heroic  Russia 
to  the  Allied  Cause 


j£*Tt>e  last  meeting  of  the  Vermont  Branch  of  the 
'East-West  Association"  as  held  in  Bennington  on 
August  24,  1942.  Mr.  Arthur  ffrlolden,  Chair- 
man of  the  Bennington  Committee,  presided. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Our  Vermont  chapter  of  the  East-West 
Association  is  entitled  to  much  credit  as  be- 
ing in  the  forefront  of  this  movement  to 
bring  together  the  representatives  of  the 
various  nations  to  promote  a  better  under- 
standing of  their  several  needs  and  limita- 
tions, their  fondest  hopes  and  aspirations. 
In  that  connection  what  nation  is  better  en- 
titled to  be  heard  than  the  one  whose  rep- 
resentatives are  with  us  tonight?  Even  be- 
fore we  were  officially  belligerent,  Russia 
was  fighting  our  battle  and  doing  it  in  a 
way  to  command  the  respect  and  admira- 
tion of  the  United  Nations  and  strike  terror 
to  the  Huns.  It  is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that 
circumstances  as  yet  beyond  our  control 
have  prevented  our  rendering  more  substan- 
tial assistance  to  our  valiant  ally. 

Whatever  may  be  our  individual  opinions 
in  regard  to  the  Soviet  philosophy  and  sys- 
tem of  government,  we  are  not  forgetful  of 
the  outrages  which  were  perpetrated  in  the 
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ANTI-FASCIST  MEETING 

of 
SOViET  STUDENTS 


Moscow 
November  15,  1942 
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Executed  -  -  December,  1942 
By  Order  of  a  Military  Court 

In  the  USSR  (Russia) 
For  Crimes  of  Which  They 
Were  Not  Guilty 
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Hundreds  ol  British-made  tanks  be- 
ing loaded  lor  their  long  voyage  to 
Russia. 
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•  THE  CAPTAIN  OF  THE  GUARDS 

by  Valentin  Kataev 

•  POET  WITH  A  GUN 

by  Constantin  Simonov 

•  BATTLEFIELD  NURSE 

by  Military  Surgeon  Bagdasaryan 

•  MEN  WHO  NEVER  MISS 

by  Pavel  Nikitin 


•  MARS'  MUSIC  IN  MOSCOW  by  Dmitri  Shostakovich 
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On  the  Russian  Question 

by  JHEverett  and  &TWi1son 
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cv European  war  has  precipitated  in  the  ranks  of  the  Party 
'troversy  around  one  of   the  fundamental  elements   in  the 
'-s  program,  namely:  "Shall  we  advocate  aefense  or  defeatism 
he   Soviet  Union?"   A  majority  of   che   political   committee 
1  a  continuation  of  the  policy  oT  defense,  arguing  that  this 
?  was  and  is  based  on  the  re -ignition  of  the  Soviet  State  as 
•ctatorship  of  the  proletariat.  The  Soviet  State   is  still  a 
,v  .cers'  state,  argues  the  r  sajority,  hence  defense  of  the  S.U. 
\     mdatory  despite  the  ff   t  that  its  aims  in  the  war  are  reac- 
yP'.ury  and  run  counter  bfl  the  interests  of  the  world  proletariat. 
A  minority  of  the  po'.Ucal  committee  urges  abandonment  of 
the  policy  of  unconditional  defense,  taking  as  their  point  of  de- 
parture the  nature  p*  the  war.  According  to  the  minority,  the 
war  is  an  "imperial'-stic"  adventure — designed  to  serve  exclusively 
the  interests  of  the  ruling  clique  in  the  Kremlin.  The  minority 
advocates  defca^um  In  the  present  situation.  It  does  not  consider 
the  nature  of  che  Russian  State  pertinent  to  the  discussion  and 
insists  that  Uie  policy  of  unconditional  defense  should  be  rejected 
and  in"th-i  present  situation  the  policy  of  defeatism  adopted  with- 

F-Onsidering  at  this  time  the  question  of  the  state.  Supporters 
,'i3  document  believe  the  position  of  the  majority  is  entirely 
the  position  of  the  minority  utterly  superficial  and  inade- 
S ince  the  bulk  of  our  discussion  of  the  question  is  directed 
at'v  majority  position  on  the  class  nature  of  the  Russian  State, 
weiww  state  why  the  minority  position  is  so  unsatisfactory. 

Those  who  urge  the  destruction  of  a  proletarian  dictatorship 
are  counter-revolutionists.  On  this  there  can  be  no  disagreement. 
And  yet  the  objective  of  revolutionary  defeatism  is  precisely  the 
destruction  of  the  state  power  against  which  it  is  directed.  When 
the  minority,  therefore,  advocates  defeatism  while  tacitly  or 
openly  defending  the  position  that  the  Soviet  State  is  a  workers' 
state,  it  places  itself  in  the  camp  of  those  who  wish  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  working  class;  that  is,  in  the  camp  of  counter- 
revolution. The  position  of  the  minority,  as  now  elaborated,  is 
therefore  untenable.  If  it  agrees  that  the  Soviet  State  is  still  a 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  it  must  be  for  defensism,  however 
much  it  condemns  the  aims  of  the  war  because,  on  the  question  of 
the  life  or  death  of  a  proletarian  dictatorship,  Marxism  can  permit 
only  one  choice.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  minority  insists  on  the 
policy  of  revolutionary  defeatism,  it  must  recognize  the  Russian 
State  as  an  anti-working  class  state  for  it  is  only  against  states 
which  oppress  the  working  class  that  the  strategy  of  defeatism 
is  permissible.  The  minority  cannot  resolve  the  contradiction  in 
their  position  without  a  complete  re-evaluation  of  the  Russian 
question. 

It  is  precisely  such  a  re-evaluation  that  is  attempted  in  this 
document.  The  state  is  "a  machine  for  the  suppression  of  one 
class  by  another",  the  sum  total  of  all  the  coercive  institutions 
with  which  a  class  maintains  itself  in  the  position  of  a  ruling 
class.  It  arises  out  of  and  can  exist  only  in  a  society  divided  into 
|  lasses  and  is  used  by  the  ruling  class  either  to  maintain  the 
'property  relations  and  economic  institutions  that  serve  its  mate- 
rial interests  or  to  transform  the  property  relations  and  economic 
institutions  so  that  the  new  order  of  things  will  promote  its  ma- 
terial welfare  and  its  historical  objectives. 

".ussia  in  1917,  the  laboring  masses  seized  political  power. 
The^Rl  Czarist  and  capitalist  state  apparatus  was  destroyed  and 
in  its  place  was  erected  a  system  of  Soviets  through  which  the 
"proletariat  supported  by  the  peasantry"  gave  concrete  expres- 
sion to  the  fact  that  la'rer  was  now  the  ruling  class.  The  prole- 
tariat set  to  work  under  the  leadership  of  the  Bolshevik  party  to 
reorganise  society  in  its  own  interests.  The  capitalist  class  and 
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the  landowners  were  expropriated  and  the  socialist  construction 
of  society  begun.  New  hope  was  given  to  the  world  proletariat 
by  the  formation,  on  the  initiative  of  the  Soviet  State,  of  the 
Communist  International  which  was  to  hammer  out  the  strategy 
of  international  proletarian  revolution.  Nationally  and  interna- 
tionally, the  policies  of  the  newly-born  state  were  unu:istakably 
base  dupon  the  historical  interests  of  the  working  class. 

With  the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletariat,  a  cleansing 
light  pierced  the  darkness  of  the  lives  of  the  masses.  The  incubus 
of  the  Czarist  aristocracy  and  government  officialdom  was  re- 
placed by  a  state  apparatus  composed  of  workers  and  peasants 
elected  by  the  Soviets  and  revocable  at  any  time.  Self-seeking  place- 
seekers  were  discouragd  by  strict  limitations  imposd  on  the  sal- 
aries of  all  government  officials  and  Bolshevik  party  members. 
The  old  army  hierarchy  was  destroyed  and  in  its  place  was  cre- 
ated the  Red  Army  with  democratic  rights  for  the  soldiers,  n< 
military  titles,  no  fabulous  salaries  for  the  commanders.  In  tr 
sphere  of  domestic  relations,  efforts  were  made  to  destroy  t 
family  as  a  social  unit,  which  Marxism  long  ago  declared  to 
a  means  of  enslaving  labor.  The  equality  of  woman  was  recogn' 
in  practice  by  measures  to  free  her  from  the  drudgery  of 
kitchen  and  the  nursrey.  The  laws  of  the  Soviet  Union  on  div 
abortion  and  contraception,  parent-child  relations  and  the 
ities  and  assistance  provided  for  expectart  mothers,     "we 
throughout  the  world  by  progressive  scientists  in  t'h' 
revolutionists  as  milestones  in  the  history  of  mai( 
factory  workers,  the  revolution  brought  a  shorter  fy 
direct  participation  in  the  management,  vacations  i 

In  brief,  within  the  limitations  of  the  materia) 
disposal,  the  workers'  state  strove  to  reorgan. 
the  workers  would  enjoy  the  product  of  their  la. 
plishments  were  the  fruits  of  the  revolution,  tht 
festations  in  the  lives  of  the  masses  that  Russia 
state,  that  the  proletariat  was  the  ruling  cla&  \ 
Today,  23  years  after  the  revolution,  we  see  .  <" 
further  development  of  these  enormous  gains,  but^\ 
effects  of  counter-revolution.  Gone  are  the  Soviets"  3> 
ments  of  workers'  power  and  in  their  place  stands* 
of  the  bourgeois  parliament,  controlled  by  a  totalita 
The  same  fate  has  befallen  the  Party  of  Lenin  .which 
Stalinist  Tammany  Hall.  The  trade  unions,  formed}  miliary 
organs  of  workers'  rule,  are  dead.  Ranks  have  been  restored  in 
the  Red  Army  which  no  longer  is  the  army  of  revolution,  but  the 
army  of  counter-revolution.  Every  vestige  of  working  class  de- 
mocracy has  been  destroyed,  the  masses  are  terrorized  into 
silence  and  submission.  Those  who  speak  and  write  vie  with  each 
other  in  singing  hymns  of  praise  to  the  "Leader".  The  Cheka,  an 
arm  of  the  Revolution,  is  replaced  by  the  GPU  whose  specialty 
is  to  hound,  imprison,  and  execute  any  and  all  dissidents — revolu- 
tionists in  particular. 

The  limitations  on  wages  and  salaries  instituted  by  the  rev- 
olution are  removed,  giving  free  rein  to  the  new  rulers  to  uti!lze 
the  wages  system  to  produce  the  enormous  Inequalities  of  in- 
come, Marxism  has  always  condemned.  The  bourgeois  form  of 
the  family  is  revived,  the  lower  masses  find  it  increasingly  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  divorces,  abortions  are  made  illegal,  women  are 
being  forced  to  return  to  the  old  family  drudgery — except,  of 
course,  the  women  of  the  privileged,  who  now  have  at  their  dis- 
posal a  growing  army  of  domestic  servants.  The  rest  homes  and 
vacation  resorts  are  the  exclusive  privilege  of  bureaucrats,  the 
highly-paid  heads  of  industry,  science  and  literature-  "  --d 

Stakhanovists.  Throughout  the  entire  social  struc* 
rial  interests  of  the  laboring  masses  are  viol*' 
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